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| NutGnnouRs, | 


0 awful, and 


4 8. it is the 2 Time PL God 
11 grant it may be the laſt) that ! 
ever preached to you on uch an Occa- he 
"i 1 would not that an Occafon, 
W /o affecting, ſhould ſoon 
"= forgotten. The Remembrance of 
ut and ought to be attended | 
g with Good. For this Reaſon, tho 
| many more perfect and complete Diſ⸗ 5 
cCcCourſes will doubtleſs be printed, yet = 
| as the greateſt part of You may never 
| fee them, I thought if this plain One 0 
Which you heard, was put into your 
= Hands, it would remind N of the 
} 955 . on of it. „ „„ 85 
: %% 


5 For your Sake therefore 1 publiſh 
This; to you I preſent it, to every 


| Family One; that you may read it, 
and bude ſeriouſly of it : "Ak if 
it ſhould be the Means of reclaiming = 
any of you from Evil, or of preſerving . 
any of you from Evil, it will anſwer 
all I aim at; For it is my earneſt ll 


Defire, that you may all be found fin- 
cere, and without OY" in the Day iT, 


5 lam | __ 


| . . 
5 Feb. * . 


Joux PaxxNG Tw. 


| Rowansx xi. 2 2 


1 85 f Bebold therefore the Grodmſs, and Se. ; 


ver Hy of God : on them which fell, 5 ; 


3 Severity; but toward; thee, Goodneſs, 


if thou continue in his ins 4 


_— otherwiſe, thou a 27 ſalt be cut ef. 


3 fo underſtand. the Meaning and Deſign 1 


of theſe Words, we muſt look back to 9 


the Occaſion of them: And in the Verſes 7 


= before, we find the Apoſtle exhorting the new ns 


J Faith of Chriſt, 


| and not to fall into Unbelief, That his Ex- 1 
3 hortation might make the deeper Impreſſion nee Il 


upon them, he enforces it by an Example 
the Example of his own Country-men the 
| Jews; who once were the favourite People 


| of God; who were firſt called to the Faith 

{ of Chriſt; and who firſt had the gracious Offer 1 

| Salvation ; to whom in 4 peculiar Mamer 
Chriſt came, and preached in Perſon, invit= 


_ ang. „ them. to believe, + and be : ; 


But 


But though 1 came to bis own, as St, John 
calls them, his own received him not : They 


would not (as he himſelf complains with Ten- 
derneſs and Concern for them) They would not 


come unto him, that they might have Life; they | 
VvVould not own him for the Meſfas, or their 
Saviour, though by many infallible Proofs he 
ſhewed that he was fo; but obſtinately denied 


all his Proofs ; and by contradicting, and blaſ- 


| pheming againſt the Holy Ghoſt, rendered 5 


. themſebues unworthy of everlaſting Life. 5 
| For this great, and heinous Provocation, he 


took the Ligbt of the Goſpel from them; = 3 


b excluded them the Bleſſings of it; and com- 8 


mamͤaSanded his Apoſtles to go and preach. _S 
the Gentiles. So Paul and Barnabas told the : 
Jews at Antioch, If was neceſſary that the eg 
Mord of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to 
y ou ; but ſeeing ye put it from you, and madre 
_ "do unworthy of everlaſting Life, 10, we e 


turn to the Gentiles. Acts 13. 46. So Paul told 3 


. Jews upon his coming to Rome, Be it 


known unto you, that the Salvation of God is 


> unto the Gentiles, and that oy will "Oy 
it. Acts 28. 28. 


In this Epiſtle 8 which TH writes 


to the en; at Rome, who had been 8 = 
tiles „ 


4 * 1 
_ tiles before they \ were Chriſtians, he firſt tells : 
them, what Bleſſings they had received, by 
receiving the Goſpel; and then from the Caſe 
of the Jews, exhorts them to ſtand faſt in it; 
and make a right Uſe of it; leſt they, by their 2 5 


Dnworthineſs, ſhould provoke God to deal _ 
with them, as he had done to the Jews. For 
js though they were now by the Goſpel Par. - 


|. takers of the Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt 
| YFeſus; yet the Continuance of the Goſpel, 
and all the Bleſſings of it depended upon them 
ſelves: If they were not careful, they might 
"al ws the Jews had done; and be made, as 
they were, an Example of Unbelief, and Hard. ” 
© neſs of Heart, — Behold therefore, fays he, the 
Y . | Goodneſs, and Severity of God : on them which 
Fell, Severity; but towards thee, E oodneſs, = 
[ 5 = | thou continue in his Guodneſe; 3 theraiſe, . 
1 _ alſo ſhalt be cut off. 
| You know now the Gehen, the Neo. 
3 ing, and the Deſign of the Text; that it ſets 
| before the Chriſtians at Rome, an Inſtance =: 
| - God's Severity, and Goodneſs; Severity to the 
Tz Jews, and Goodneſs to them; and informs e 
them that the Continuance of his Goodneſs to 5 
them depended on their Continuance in it, 


1 1 e. on their making a good Uſe of 1 it; a Re 
ö 5 wile, 0 


(8) 


ak; they 116 might be cut off; or have the 
| Goſpel taken from them, if they made them- 
ſelves unworthy of it. LE 
Should you aſk me now, What Relation 
i has this Caſe to us? what Uſe are we to make 
of it? and with what Deſign is it ſet before 
us on the preſent Occaſion? J ſhould anſwer, 
That I have made Choice of it with a good 
Deſign; and I hope, that you may make a 
| good Uſe of it; at leaſt, I ſhall endeavour that 
you may do fo, if you will hear me with 
| Seriouſneſs and Antention, till I have made the 
1 Application „ 55 


By the Service of this Day you all know, : 


9 that you are met together in this Place, on 
caccount of the Severity, and Goodneſs of God; 
— - Severity, which has fallen heavy on > -” 
neighbouring Nation; and his Goodneſs, which 
has hitherto preſerved us; though we have —_ 
the Approaches of that Severity; — on account 
EY * of the Dangers of War, which threaten 
„ from which we rely on the ſame Goddl- 
Ls ho to preſerye us ſtill, For in the firſt Caſe, 
Deſtruction may come at an Inſtant; we can . 
neither foreſee it, nor provide againſt i Ro 
dhe latter Caſe, though we do foreſee it, and | 
: provide amin it; yet after all we can do, we f 


cannot 


4 

- 

» . 
+4 

7 5 

55 ö 

5 
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2 

3 


(9). 


cannot ſecure ourſelves ; but our Truſt and 
Confidence muſt be in God: To God there- 
fore we this Day apply ourſelves ; and con- 
fes, that our Safety and Succeſs muſt come 
. from Him. Fe 
. ſome Scoffers, who believe Nothing fo 
— Scripture, but aſcribe all Things of this 
Kind to Nature, and Chance, may laugh at 
| you for your Piety on this Occafion ; T 
you that Earthquakes are the Effects of na- 
| . tural Cauſes; and War the Effect of moral 
Ones; that oatural Cauſes muſt produce their 
1 Effects; and moral Cauſes will produce theirs; | 
mamta theſe Cafes your Prayers avail nothing 
wy they can neither alter Cauſes, or prevent Ef- 1 85 
1 fects; and therefore are fruitleſs and vain. 


But you, who believe the Scriptures to be 


| theWordof God, may with a much better 
Brace tell them, that vou have God's Word 

for it, that both natural, and moral Cauſes 5 

under him, and do his Pleaſure ; for you read 
ttuthat Hail an Rain, Storm and Tempeſt, Pei: 
Lence and Famine, fulfill his Mord; and that 
5 Men, though free in the Choice of their Actions, . 
So by their Actions accompliſh bis great Deſigns: © 
One Inſtance out of many will confirm it. 


J 5 was feld into 0 Egypt through the Eray . 


8 DOS, and 


5 
1 
= 
9 
vn 
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5 and Malice of bis Br ethren ; and yet the Scrip- 
ture ſays, that God ſent a Man before them, 
even Joſeph who was fold to be a Bond- Servant; 

or as Joſeph expreſſes it to his Brethren, So now 
it cas not * that 5 me bither, but God. e 
e 13 

Should they aſk you, 7 2 can i theſe Wi 

St he? You may modeſtly reply, You cannot 

tell: That they are, you know, becauſe God 
has told you : How they are, you know _-: 
| becauſe he has not told you ; and how ſhould 
Fou be able to know of yourſelves, the ſecret 
T 7D hings which belong unto God, whoſe Fudge- Os 
. ts are anon] and his Ways pal Jr - 
= ing out? | eg 

This . you * W Autho- 1 

- rity for, that neither natural nor moral Cauſes 3 
-- independently on the firſt Cauſe of all Things; 
burt that the Powers of both are in the Hands 

e Him that made them ; and that He has the 

Direction and Guidance of them; ſo that 

VVbere Earthquakes hall happen, and what War. 

al do, are Events entirely in his Diſpoſal, who 

rules both Nature and Men; and by them go;᷑ 
verns the World; and does as 5 he phaſes i in a — 


the Ringtone 1 the Earth, 


This - 


6) 
This is the common Faith of all Men, who 
have a right Notion of the almighty Power, 
and over-ruling Providence of God; and it is 
upon this Principle of our common Faith, chat 
we are all met together here 2018 Day. ; 
And good Reaſon have we for doing ſo; 


for if Earthquakes and War, as well as Peſli- 885 


lence and Famine, are the fore Judgments of 


| God, (and God himſelf 3 in Scripture calls them 
oz) if they are deſigned to warn a wicked 


World, and call them to Repentance and 


Amendment of Life, the World muſt be wick- 


cd indeed, and hardened to the laſt Degree, © 
It: they regard not ſuch awful Calls; and are 


not warned by them to repent and amend, that 5 


5 they may eſcape the Judgments of God. 1 85 
Wbat leſs then can we do on this 8 "Ep 


1 than humble ourſelves under the mighty Hand of 


God; leſt when he is pouring out the Vials of 


0 Wrath, any Part of them ſhould fall upon 
„ What leſs can we do, than implore his 
| Goodneſs to ſpare us; and conſider what we 


muſt do to engage the Continuance =_—_ 


| which, how unworthy | ſoever we are, hei in Ne 5 
Mercy has hitherto vouchſafed us? 
For it is the peculiar Excellency of Scrip- e 


1 ture, above any other Book 0 hatever, that 8 


B 55 . 3 
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" acquiaints us with the Method of God's Deal- + 
ing with Men, it acquaints us with the Motives 
of it too; and that in the Diſpenſations both 
3 Providence and Grace, he has obſerved one 
common Rule from firſt to laſt: When Men 
have long abuſed his Goodneſs, and wearied 
out his Patience by repeated Wickedneſs, he 
has withdrawn his Kindneſs from them, and ; 
ſent his Judgments. upon them: The Old 
Teſtament affords many Inſtances of temporal 
Viſitations by Peſtilence, Famine, and Sword: 
The New Teſtament, which treats more of = 
= ſpiritual Things, tells us that other Nations, 
as well as the Jews, were threatened with the : 
| Loſs of the Goſpel for the Abuſe of it; and 
Ve, who live in the laſt Days, know that 
— Threatnings have been fulfilled; that 
thoſe Nations have had the Goſpel taken from |ÞþÞ 
them; and are ſunk into the groſſeſt Tgno- - 
| Trance, Idolatry, and Superſtition. 7 
Noa what are we to learn from this? Why, „ 
8 the beſt Policy that Man can learn and prac- 
tiſe; which we may all learn with Aſſurance 
from the Word of God; and which by the = 
ee | Grace of God we may all practiſe. „ — 
ie not tell you what that is: The Text 8 5 
Led ſelf tells vou, it is Zo continue in | the ' Goodneſs | 


# 


7 of God ; this is the bef Policy you can learn 


and praQtiſe; becauſe by this you may eſcape 
dis Severity, and engage the Continuance of 0 


| his Goodneſs. 


Should you aſk me, what | is the Inſtance of oe 


. Goodneſs mentioned in the Text? It was that 


greateſt of all Bleflings, which through the 
| Goodneſs of God the Gentiles had lately re- 


3 | ceived, 1. e. the Knowledge of the Goſpel of 


Chriſt; by which they had been called out . 
by Darkneſ into Light, from the Power of Satan 

unto God; had the Promiſe of the Forgiveneſs of 

Sins, and the Hope of an eternal Inheritance in 


Heaven; or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it in few | > ls 
Words, by which they were bleſſed + with all _ oe | 


3 ritual Bleſfings i in Chriſt Jeſus... 5 „ 
i Inſtance of Goodneſs is 8 we 8 this — 


Nation enjoy ; for the ſame Doctrine which | 
Chbriſt preached for the Salvation of Mankind, 1 


was written for our Learning; and we have 
it not only preached to us in Truth . 


rity, but we have it written in our own . 
| guage, that we may read it for our Inſtructio n, 
Comfort, and Hope: and be made wiſe unto _ 


Salvation by it. rr Dh . 
1 Add to this, that we as many bor 10. 5 
3 en of God's Goodneſs to us, , (in which 


few e 


614) 


few Nations equal us, none excell us) which 


demand a grateful and ſuitable Return to him 
that gave them. We have a good Land, afford- 
Ing what is uſeful for the Support and Com- 
fort of Life; à good Government, under which 
Vo have as great Liberty, as any Subjects can 
OE have conſiſtent with a reaſonable Submiſſion N 
to Authority; à pure Church, reformed from 
Idolatry and Superſtition; in which we may 
worſhip God, as he ought to be worſhipped, 
with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding 5 
alſo; and offer up our Prayers in our ;; 
— ongue for all Things needful both for our Bo- . 
dies, and our Souls; a Church ſo indulgent 1 
— that differ from her, and are ſo weak as 
. not to conform to her, that they may all wor- 
ſhip God ee to the He, 15 their oy 
cu Mind. : 
— oo Defence of thaſs e Bleſſings, the Good- . 
| neſs of God has often interpoſed, againſt Trea- 
ſeons, Conſpiracies, and Rebellions, wickedly 
as. contrived by ſome that envy us, and ſome —_— 
late us, to deprive us of them ; and by his 
| Goodneſs, we are ſo happy as to enjoy them 
ſtill: And in many Great Calamities (eſpecially 
In the preſent One,) when other Nations have 
ſuffered under the + ſerie. of bis Hand, 
we, | 
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(15) 
- through the fame Goodneſs are yet in 
Safety. 
What Conclufion are weto 4 from this! > 
Shall we fay, that we have continued in the 


| Goodneſs of God, and ſo have been ſaved for . 


: our Righteouſneſs, when others have ſuffered 


8 for their Wickedneſs? No; this would be to 


make a wrong Uſe of the Text, by cenſuring 


Others, and boaſting of ourſelves. For tho na- 


tional Puniſhments are the Judgments « of God © 
for national Sins, our Lord has told us in the 


| = Caſe of the Men of Stham, that they that ſuffer 


are not to be deemed greater Sinners, than 1 
| they that eſcape ; ; and tho there are Sinners 
| enough! in every Nation to call down the di- 3 
3 Vengeance, God who has wiſe Reaſons for fg 
all he does, may puniſh one Nation, to ad- 


| moniſh and reform another; tho' at the fame e 


BH time, both may equally deſerve it: And was | 


not his Juſtice tempered with Mercy, he might | 


TT deſtroy | moſt Men from off 155 Face of the 


| ä 5 3 5 
1 a fink a 1 on 1 Caſe in 


\ the Text? Be not high-minded, but fear ; for 


1 if God ſpared not the natural Branches, take 


| bleed leſt be alſo ſpare not thee : They fell tbroug ob 
CE ban thou Hand . or muſt ſtand, x thongs | 


Kalk. 
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(16) 
Faith. Our: Thoughts therefore ſhould be 


turned from others to ourſelves ; and our En- 
quiry ſhould be into our own State ; that we 
may be more ſenſible of the Goodneſs of God, 
| when we {ce how far we are from — 
im it. 


For a} is it 10 continuein the Grdmſe of 5 


. but to continue in the Feith, and Obe- 
diene of Chriſt * ? to believe the Truth of his 
Doctrine, and live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 

4s it teaches us to live? This the Goſpel obliges 
us to do for our own Sake; and the Senſe of N TY 

God's Goodneſs engages us to do it for his 

Sake, and leaves 1 us 5 without Excuſe if we * = 

. i A . 


New ſhould \ we 10 1 Soul to the . 


Lo es Bleſſed be thou of the Lord, I have obeyed 1 
le Commandment of the Lord ; would not the 13 
2 Prophet reply to us, as he did to Saul, What 
meanetb then this Bleating of the Sheep, and the 
owing of the Oxen which T hear? i.e, How 
canſt thou talk of Obedience, when there 
are ſo many Inſtances of thy Tranſgreſſion! =£ 
— Por ſhould we take a View of the Mora! 
State of our Nation, what ſhould we fay to 


that open Infidelity, which denies the Truth I 


2 of the a ; and to that open Immorality, - 


which 


1 
Which breaks every Precept of it. What could 
we ſay for the profane Abuſe of the Lord's- 
Day, and the Contempt of Public Worſhip 
upon it; by which, with the great Neglect of 


reading the Scripture, ſome know nothing of 


the Principles of their Religion, and not much 


more of the Duties of it? To what elſe Hy 5 


we ſijmpute that falſe and common Swearing, 


that Lying and Deceit, that Murder and Rob- 
ber, that Fraud and Injuſtice, that Riot and 


1 Luxury; and above all, that Contempt of Mar- 


3 r1age by open Fornication, and that Breach of 3 


it by open Adultery, which prevails in this age . 


above the Example of former Ages; and which 
1 become fo common, that neither Men, nor 


omen are aſhamed of it, or ſo much as bluſh at 


it, tho the Laws of Chriſt forbid, and condemn 
Fa Beth, - — But I forbear to enlarge on what wwe . 
. ought to be aſhamed and afraid of. Nor would 


lh! have named it, but to put us in mind how —_ 
far we are from continuing in the Goodneſs 


Vo of God; how far from making that good Us  - 


11 Mercy, and that Return for it, which 5 
| L be! in Reaſon might expect Com us. e 5 ” 
| Inſtead then of boaſting of what we are not, ” 


| or or complaining of what we are, let us confider © ; 
Wt what we ought to be; and let the Goodneis of 3 


68) 


God lead us to it. For how know we, but 
this Inſtance of Severity to other Nations is 

deſigned to be an Inſtance of Mercy and 
Goodneſs to Us, to call us to Repentance, that 
we may eſcape the like Severity? Or if we 
| ſhould not eſcape in this World, that we may 


fave our Souls in the next? But if this makes 


no Impreſſion upon us for Good, how know 
ue but God may viſit Us alſo, and cut us —_:-: 
as wicked, and incorrigible People? It is noted 
by a great and pious Writer, © that we are not 
C cover- forward to take Notice of any remark. 
Be * able Inſtances of Divine Goodneſs, either in 
5 preſerving 1 us from Dangers, or delivering us 1 
8 out of them; we are rather backward i in 1 
a Acknowledgments of this kind; and  B_ 
#2... willing to apprehend any Danger, till we fall 
L into it; or if we eſcape, as —_— to  be- 
a heve we were ever in it,” 


But in the preſent State of the Warld, we : 


SO muſt be blind i in Eyes and Heart too, not to ſee _ ; 
ä confeſs, that we have been in many Dan- 
gers, from which the Goodneſs of God has 
delivered us; that there are many more Which 
Es | threaten. us, from which the ſame Goodneſs 
muſt {till deliver us; For without him we can- ; 
not be Ja fe; Nothing « can _ per us, 7 1 


(19) 


God be with us; and God will not be with us, 
unleſs w we will be with bim. 
How much then does it concern us all, = 


- from the higheſt to the loweſt, to return to 


mol 
: Fo or who is there among us, that can ſtand 


- + "OUF Duty, and continue in it ; that God may 
be with us, to bleſs us, and keep us fafe 


amidſt | all the Dangers that are round F . by 


up, and ſay Men and Brethren, T have lived in 


all good Conſcience before God unto this Day? 


Who that can appeal to God, and ſay, Thou ” 


; knoweft, O Lord, how T have walked before thee, 


2 Truth, and with 4 perfect Heart' 4 If any 
ſuch there be, happy are they; and may they 


. continue in the Goodneſs of God, that God _ — ” 


ſave us, for their ſake! 


But moſt of us, I am afraid, 5 4 amik, EL. 


WM and dealt wickedly ; and have many Things - 


that want to be corrected, and amended. 


{ What our Offences are, and what has ___-- 

| the Occaſion of them, every Man's OT REL 
3 | beſt inform bim. Let us therefore, every one 
KK Hy our Hands upon our Heart, This Day; 
and examine, and judge ourſelves; and refolve — 

to amend whatever we find wants Amend. 

5 went; leſt our Continuance i in any Thing that SS 


„%% Re, is 


629 


zs evil, ſhould bring Evil upon us in \thisWorld; F- 


as it certainly will in the next. 


For whatever may be ſaid by looſe and pro- : 


| fane Men to make us eaſy, and ſecure in the 
Ways of Sin, God has ſaid that he will viſit 
and avenge it; And if we will bearken io God, 
rather than Men, we have Reaſon to believe, 
that what is the Reproach, will be the Ruin of 
any People; and that Nothing can prevent it, but 1 
: true Repentance and Reformation of Lats, 1 


What is recorded in Scripture, we may 


afely rely upon, and properly apply; and in 

SG cripture we have this Promiſe from Gd, 

e (Jeremiah 18) At qohat Time I . ſhall ſpeak 8 5 
cerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, 40 
pluchꝶ᷑ up, and to pull down, and to deftroy it; if 
that Nation, againſt whom 1 have pronounced, 1 
turn from their Evil, I will repent n the Evil . 

5 that 1 thought to do unto them. 


What greater Encouragement then can we 


have to repent, and turn to God, than this JÞ 
Promiſe of Mercy? and how juſtly may he 

8 cut us off, if we flight and diſregard it? He 1 
now, ina very awful Manner, calls upon us to 
„ mindful of it; and we muſt be dead indeed . 
in Sin, if this Call does not awaken us. 
Remember therefore, this Day, the Goodneſs I 

and He A G be admoniſhed, and in- 
| ſtrocted * 


i 
Aructed by it, and return into the Way of 
Righteouſneſs, You confeſs you are not ſo 


good, but you may be made better; not ſo 
rigbteous, as to need no Repentance ; dein 1 
from this Time to bring forth the Fruits of 

85 Repentance i in all holy, and virtuous Living ; 5 


d do not confeſs your Sins to Day, and repeat 


ot them to Morrow ; but if Religion has brought Eo 


you to Church, Jet it go home with you; and di- 


rect you how to behave in your Houſes and 


in your Shops, and | in all the Duties of private 


1 ſocial Life. — Your Religion 1s holy, Juſe, - ; 
and good; and Wa it ſhould make you; and ſoit — 


would make you, would you but be guided by LE 


: | it. For it teaches you to be pious and devout 
in your Prayers and Praiſes to God every Day; 


to be ſober and temperate | in Eating and Drink- 


i ing; chaſte and pure in Body and in Soul, = 


ot from unclean Acts, and unclean Thoughts ; 


to be juſt and honeſt; true and ſincere; 0 3 


and charitable; patient and humble; meek 


and peaceable ; careful to avoid Injuries, and ES 


1 ready to forgive them. It teaches you to be 


good Subjects; good Huſbands, and good f 
Wives; good Parents, and good Children; N 


4 good Maſters, and good Servants ; and gives 


you Rules to make you ſo, By theſe Rules 
1 weſt live, 7 you would | live &. to the Reli 


gien e 


02.2 


gion you profe 5; the Religion which Chriſt bas 
taught you; and by which you are to be tried 
and judged at the laſt Day: If you have not 


lived as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, but 


have wilfully tranſgreſſed any of its Rules and 
Precepts; it highly concerns you to repent ang 
- amend, and continue in the Goodneſs of God; 
5 leſt you ſhould be cut off ſuddenly, when you 
ate unfit for, and unworthy | to enter into the | oy 
Kingdom of _ i 


When you read the Epiſtles i in che New 


Teſtament, you find how often, and how earn- 

1 eſtly the Chriſtians are exhorted to ab/tain from 
every Thing that is evil, and to fallow my 
Thing that is good; to live in all boly Conver- 

ſetien, and Godlineſi, and to continue therein 

— _ with Perſeverance. And what do you think is 
dhe Reaſon of it? Is it not, that they may be 

ſaved by Chriſt, and be Gund worthy to en- 

ter into Life? Are they not told, that if they 
live and die 1 in wilful Sin, they cannot be ſaved ” 
by him, or be admitted into Life? Hear what 

SS the Apoſtle ſays concerning all the Works of te 

= Fleſb ; I tell you, that they who do Mob Ti * N 

Fa " not inherit the Kingdom of God. 


-If you will believe the Apoſtle, you mu aſt | 
put away all theſe evil Things from among 


you; and be ! in the whe ha of yu Mind; 5 


— 
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you muſt ſincerely endeavour 75 keep all the 
Commandments of God; and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of your Life; and then you have 
good Hope of eternal Life and Happineſs in 
Heaven through Chrift Feſus. 55 
Some of you may perhaps flatter yourſclye 1 
N with the Hope of living many Years in the 
World; and though you walk in the Ways of 
pour Heart, and in the Sight of your Eyes, 
| Now, you may propoſe to repent and amend 
ſome time before you die; and ſo to eſcape the 
= Judgment of God. — But let no Hope of Lite 
encourage you in a State of Sin, leſt it ſhould 
| __ (deceive you to your Deſtruction. Hear what 
pour Lord fays to the Church of Sardis, e 
8 3d.) and apply it to yourſelves - — Be _ 
 woatchful, and Hrengrben the Things which = -- 
main, that are ready to die: for T have not 
found thy Works perfect before God. Remember 
„ therefore how thou haft received, and heard, and 
bold fa oft, and repent. FF therefore thou ſhalt not 3 
dwoatcb, I will come unto thee as a Thief, and e 
RR ſhalt not know what Hour Iwill come upon 
thee, —— Who af this Time can hear —_— ov 
Words, and not be afraid that this Hour may 55 
= ſoon. come upon hi: N 
„ if God ſhould not « come as. to 
E take away our r Lives, | or our Subſtance by 
Sn F555 Earth- 


= uu. ht yt 


i 


, * oh. 


1 
Earthquekis or War, by Peſtilence or Famine, 


or any ſuch Plague, he may come to take away 
the Goſpel from us; which we ſet fo little 
Value upon, and make ſo little Uſe of; or 
ſuffer the Proteſtant Religion, for which we - 
are ſoluke-warm and unconcerned, to be eaten 
up by Popery, avlatry, and Superſtition ;, and 
of all Evils, that is One of tbe fm that can . 
be brought upon us. 255 1 


We may ſay perhaps, that we Gig no > Dan 


ger of it: But the leſs we ſee, the greater and 1 
the nearer it may be; and we may be God's 
| Inftruments in bringing it upon ourſelves. For 
if wwe are carele eſs and inds ferent about our Re- 1 
Fo ligien, while our Enemies are watchful _ 
ELe.ealhus about theirs; if wwe take mo Pains to 1 
inſtruct our Families in ours, while They ſpare : 
10 Pains to corrupt them with zheirs; We 
naturally pave the Way for the Increaſe of Po- 
Fey; and God for our Neglect of the beft — 
8 5 Ein may juſtly puniſh us with the tt. 


Let us then every one Remember, this Day, 


. 5 eum <obence we are fallen; and repent, and do 


the firſt Works, l: „ God ſhould come unto us 


1 quickly, and remove our Candleſtiet out FE ts + 
: Place, _ We . „„ 


THE END. 
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